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Subsection 6.—Poultry and Eggs 

The number of poultry on farms in Canada on June 1, 1948, was less than 
at the corresponding date in 1947 but the value per head increased in the case of 
turkeys, geese and ducks. The value per head of hens and chickens did not change 
although the total value declined more than 8 p.c. The decrease in birds was common 
to all kinds of farm poultry, the drop being 18 p.c. Cost of feed, without a suffici­
ently commensurate increase in egg prices, was the reason given by many producers 
for reducing their flocks. 

The decline in hens and chickens brought down the total egg production 5 p.c-
from the high production of 1947, but the average value per dozen for all grades 
and all purposes was 44 cents as compared with 36 cents in 1947, and the reduced 
quantity in 1948 had a greater value than the total 1947 value. The average number 
of layers throughout 1948 was less by 2,242,000 birds, but the production per 
average hen was 4 eggs higher. 

Poultry-meat production of all poultry in 1948 was 17 p.c. less than in 1947. 
Fowl and chicken meat was 82 p.c. of the 1947 figures, turkey meat 90 p.c, goose 
meat 87 p.c. and duck meat 99 p.c. 

22.—Numbers and Values of Farm Poultry, by Provinces, as at June 1, 1946-4S . 
NOTE.—Figures for years prior to 1946 will be found in corresponding tables in previous editions of the 

Year Book. 
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14,004 
10,994 

29,774 
30,744 
25,395 

7,574 
8,224 
7,360 

11,333 
13,535 
9,962 

9,793 
10,916 
10,400 
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8,995 

'000 

1,147 
1,333 

957 
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75 
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12 
12 
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